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McCaulley, McCoy, Michels, Monroe, Murschel, Nachtigal, Napoli,
Nesselhuf, Olson (Mel), Pederson (Gordon), Peterson (Bill), Peterson (Jim),
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A LEGISLATIVE COMMEMORATION, Honoring and commending the members of the
South Dakota National Guard.

WHEREAS, the South Dakota National Guard and its predecessor organizations have a long
and distinguished history of service to the United States and to the state of South Dakota,
including combat service in the Philippine Insurrection in 1899, the Mexican Border in 1916-
1917, World War I, World War II, Panama in 1989, and the Persian Gulf War of 1991, with
federal activations outside the combat zone during the Korean War and the 1961 Berlin Crisis.
National Guard units have also served the state of South Dakota admirably in times of natural
disaster and other emergencies, with the disastrous Rapid City flood of 1972 being a notable
example; and

WHEREAS,  the South Dakota National Guard, which includes units of the Army National
Guard and the Air National Guard, continues to strive to maintain a challenging training program
and a high state of readiness. South Dakota units have participated in numerous overseas training
exercises around the world serving side-by-side with regular units of the Armed Forces of the
United States; and

WHEREAS, more recently, South Dakota National Guard units and personnel have
performed hazardous duty in the Balkans and the Middle East, including patrolling the "no-fly"
zone in Iraq and service in Kosovo, Bosnia, and Saudi Arabia. Following the attacks on the
United States on September 11, 2001, South Dakota National Guard troops have been prepared
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to assist in the campaign against terror and have performed security duties at airports around the
state, as well as continuing their missions in the Middle East:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT COMMEMORATED, by the Seventy-seventh Legislature of
the State of South Dakota, that the South Dakota Legislature supports and appreciates the
service and efforts of South Dakota's Army and Air National Guard personnel and units in times
of peace and war and commends them on their proficiency and their devotion to duty. The
people of South Dakota can be proud of the South Dakota National Guard and the services and
sacrifices of its members throughout the history of the state.


